
High-level Outline 
 

ACT 1 Structure MyScript 

Seq. 1 A character is in the normal world- but they 
have some unresolved fear or need. At the 
end of the sequence something happens to 
them - AN INCITING INCIDENT. This will 
take them out of their normal world. 

Fred, the main character is 
scared of saying no to ANYONE, 
his boss included, he finishes 
work at 7pm, and lottery cut off 
time is 7:30 

Seq. 2 Sets up what’s going on in the story, and 
gives an idea of what the character is going 
to have to overcome. The main character is 
going to spend this sequence working out 
what’s going on, and then needs to decide 
whether they’re in or out. They’re in. 

Fred’s wife asks him to put the 
lottery on for that evenings draw, 
finishes at 7pm, asked to work 
late which would prevent him 
entering the lottery and getting 
grief from his wife 

ACT 2   

Seq. 3 The character is in it up to his or her neck, 
and they’re starting to understand their new 
situation (you can sort out and remaining 
exposition here). They give something a 
“naïve try”, but this stupid attempt fails.  

Fred tries to leave work at 
lunchtime but was unable to do 
so due to being busy and says to 
himself I’ll do it after work 

Seq. 4 Things get worse. And the main character is 
propelled into new lows. He or she is going 
to get some clarity, by the mid-point, when 
something is going to be revealed or 
reversed. He may well think he has achieved 
something - only to realize the job is only 
half-done. 

His boss asks him to work late, 
this will prevent him entering the 
lottery, only thing he can do is 
leave work for a short time and 
put it on 

Seq. 5 After clarity provided at the mid-point, the 
main character knows what they need to do, 
but is prevented to do it. You might kick a 
nice sub-plot off here: particularly with the 
love interest. 

Fred looks around and realizes 
the boss has left for the day, he 
sees his chance to ‘nip out’ for 
five minutes to enter the lottery 

Seq. 6 Obstacles proliferate. And the character is 
going to go through his lowest moment. At 
the end of the act, he or she must decide 
whether or not to give up (btw - they don’t), 
or take on the world.  

Fred’s boss returns having 
forgotten something, notices Fred 
isn’t anywhere to be seen and 
goes mad, Fred returns to see his 
boss at his workstation who then 
says to Fred I want you in my 
office first thing in the morning, go 
home 

ACT 3   

Seq. 7 The pace picks up as the main character 
speeds towards their destiny. At the end of 
the sequence we are going to reach the 
climax of the story in which everything is 
resolved  

Fred arrives home and settles 
down for his tea, he then starts to 
tell his Wife about the 
consequences of leaving work to 
enter the lottery which makes his 
wife somewhat unhappy, they 
then settle down to watch the 
lottery, numbers are drawn, 4, 
that’s ours Rose… 10, 15 Hey we 
got 3 numbers so far, that’s 25 



quid!…. 48, 15 Hey Rose we got 
5 numbers… only need number 
34 for a big win! That last number 
is drawn, it’s 34, the pair go 
ecstatic, prize breakdown Is 
revealed to show 1 winner, 
netting 7 million pounds 

Seq. 8 After the pacey drive to the finale, the main 
character can now return to the real world - 
somehow changed. Whether happy or sad, 
the ending will provide a resolution. 

Fred goes into work the following 
morning – late – and heads for 
the boss’s office, before the boss 
can speak Fred says “you can 
stuff your job where the sun 
doesn’t shine, I don’t need you or 
this place anymore, I’m a 
millionaire!!” 

 


